
U.S. Department of Justice 
Ronald C. Machen Jr. 
United States Attorney 
District of Columbia 

Judiciary Center 
555 Fourth Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

August 11, 2014 
(By First Class Mail) 
Rodney Class 
432 North Lincoln Street 
High Shoals, NC 28077 

(By Email) 
A.J. Kramer 
Federal Public Defender 
625 Indiana Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20004 

Re: United States v. Rodney Class, 13-cr-253 
Dear Mr. Class: 

Enclosed is a copy of proposed trial materials pursuant to the Court's June 20, 2014 
order, including proposed voir dire, jury instructions, and a verdict form. Whatever materials 
you submit to the government, the Court seeks a "single, agreed-upon version" of these 
materials, and to have you, Mr. Kramer, and the government discuss them in person. 6/20/14 
Order at 2. To the extent that we have disagreements, we are to submit what we do agree on and 
then to submit separately disputed materials. 6/20/14 Order at 2. 

You may notice that the three sections are labeled "draft." This is to give you every 
opportunity to offer additions and changes, although the government need not accept them. 
When the government indicates in the draft that the parties "agree" it is because it is the 
government's anticipation that the parties will agree on those things and that you will accept the 
language. Almost but not all of the language the government uses comes from the Criminal Jury 
Instructions for the District of Columbia. There are some sections that contain brackets ([ ]) 
because evidence has not been introduced or the Court has not yet ruled in a way that would 
cause the bracketed language to be relevant. 

For your August 26, 2014 submission, the government would appreciate it if you could 
advise of the government's submission what you objeet to (if anything). In order to discuss and 
consolidate what you and the government agree upon for a single version, please contact the 



government at your earliest convenience so that we can arrange a meeting time, in time to submit 
a single version by September 2, 2014. I note that the Court has mandated a meeting in person 
with the government, Mr. Kramer, and yourself concerning these issues. See 6/20/14 Order at 2. 

Sincerely, 

_/s/ Jeff Pearlman 
Jeff Pearl man 
Assistant United States Attorney 
United States Attorney's Office 
555 Fourth Street N.W., Room 4118 
Washington, D.C. 20530 
Phone: (202) 252-7228 
Jeffrey.pearlman@usdoj .gov 



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
V. 

RODNEY CLASS 

CRIMINAL NO. 13-253 (RWR) 

JOINT PRETRIAL STATEMENT [DRAFT! 

In response to the Court's Pretrial Order, dated June 20, 2014, the parties respectfully 
submit the following documents containing information requested by the Court: 

I. Parties' Proposed Voir Dire 
II. Parties' Proposed Jury Instructions 
III. Parties' Proposed Verdict Form 

Respectfully submitted, 
/s/ Jeff Pearlman (D.C. Bar No. 466901) 

Assistant United States Attorney 
Violent Crimes & Narcotics Section 
555 4"̂  Street, NW, Room 4118 
Washington, DC 20530 
(202)252-7228 
Rodney Class 
432 North Lincoln Street 
High Shoals, NC 28077 
A.J. Kramer 
Stand By Counsel for Defendant 
625 Indiana Avenue, Ste. 550 NW 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
(202) 208-7500, ex. 114 



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA : CRIMINAL NO. 13-253 (RWR) 

V. : 

RODNEY CLASS : 
PARTIES PROPOSED VOIR DIRE[DRAET1 

The parties propose the following joint voir dire, except that the defendant objects to 

proposed question ***: 

1. The alleged incident occurred on May 30, 2013, around 2:00PM in the 200 block of 

Maryland Avenue, SW, Washington, D . C , which is located south of the Capitol Building. Do 

you believe you may know anything about the facts and circumstances of this ease, other than 

what 1 have told you today? If so, please write the number "I " on your index card. 

2. Do you live or work near the area of the 200 block of Maryland Avenue, SW, 

Washington, D . C , where the alleged offense took plaee, or are you otherwise familiar with that 

area? / /so , please write the number "2 " on your index card. 

3. The United States is represented in this case today by Assistant United States Attorney 

Jeff Pearlman. Do you recognize or think that you might know Mr. Pearlman? If so, please 

write the number "3 " on your index card. 

4. The defendant in this case is Rodney Class. Do you recognize or think that you might 

know Mr. Class? If so, please write the number "4 " on your index card. 

5. Mr. Class is representing himself in this matter. He has as stand by counsel A.J. 

Kramer. Do you recognize or think that you might know Mr. Kramer? If so, please write the 

number "5 " on your index card. 
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6. The government will eall a number of witnesses to testify during the trial. The 

defense may also do so, but is not required to call witnesses. I will ask each attorney to 

introduce or read a list of names of witnesses that you may hear from, or hear about, during the 

trial. Not all of these witnesses will necessarily testify, but they are being introduced to 

determine whether any of you recognize or think that you may know any of the potential 

witnesses in this case. After the attorneys are finished, please mark your card with a number "6" 

if you recognize or think that you may know any of these witnesses, and please write down the 

names of the witnesses you think you might recognize or know. 

7. Do you recognize or think that you might know any other member of the jury panel or 

any other person in the courtroom, including myself or the courtroom staff? If so, please write 

the number "7" on your index card. 

PRESUMPTION OF INNOCENCE, BURDEN OF PROOF AND REASONABLE DOUBT 

8. Persons who have been charged with crimes are presumed to be innocent. This 

presumption continues through the trial unless and until the government proves a defendant 

guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. Would you have difficulty in adhering to this principle? If so, 

please write the number "8 " on your index card. 

9. On the other hand, if, after you have heard all of the evidence in this case and have 

been instructed on the law, you find that the government has proven beyond a reasonable doubt 

every element of an offense, it is your duty to find the defendant guilty of that offense. Would 

you be reluctant, or unable, to carry out that duty? If so, please write the number "9" on your 

index card. 
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FAMILIARITY WITH PROSECUTION / DEFENSE / POLICE WORK OR JURY SERVICE 

10. Have you, or any of your family, close friends, or household members, studied law or had 

any legal training, including paralegal training? If so, please write the number "10" on your 

index card. 

11. Have you, or any of your family, close friends, or household members, ever worked 

for or with an office that handles prosecution, such as the United States Attorney's Office, a 

district attorney's office, or an attorney general's office? If so, please write the number "1J " on 

your index card. 

12. Have you, or any of your family, close friends or household members, ever worked 

for or with law enforcement? By "law enforcement" in this question 1 mean government 

agencies like state and local police departments, the Department of Justice, the United States 

Marshals Service, the Internal Revenue Service, the United States Secret Service, the Central 

Intelligence Agency, or the Federal Bureau of Investigation. If so, please write the number "12" 

on your index card. 

13. Have you ever belonged to any neighborhood anti-crime organization such as the 

Orange Hats or Neighborhood Watch? If so, please write the number "13" on your index card. 

14. Have you, or any of your family, close friends, or household members, ever done any 

work for or with any person or organization that does criminal defense work, such as the Federal 

Public Defender's office, the Public Defender Service, defense attorneys, or a private law firm? 

This question also includes work as a private investigator. If so, please write the number "14" 

on your index card. 
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15. Have you, or any of your family, close friends, or household members, ever worked 

at a courthouse or for a court system, including as a probation or parole officer? If so, please 

write the number "15" on your index card. 

16. Do you, or any of your family, close friends, or household members, have a pending 

application for employment with the United States Department of Justice, the Federal Public 

Defender, the Publie Defender Service, Mr. Kramer, or a law firm that does criminal defense 

work? If so, please write the number "16" on your index card. 

17. Have you ever served on a Grand Jury? / / so , please write the number "17" on your 

index card. [Suggested follow-up for those who answer "yes" at the bench: Is there anything 

about that experience that would make it hard for you to be fair to both sides in this case? A 

Grand Jury investigates cases and charges a person with a crime when there exists probable 

cause to believe the person committed the offense. The trial Jury, however, decides whether the 

government has proved the case beyond a reasonable doubt. Do you understand the difference? 

Are you confident you can be fair sitting on a trial Jury?J 

18. Have you ever served on a trial jury, either in a civil or a criminal case? If so, please 

write the number "18" on your index card. [Suggested follow-up for those who answer "yes" 

at the bench: Without telling us what verdict was reached, was the Jury able to reach a verdict in 

your case? Is there anything about that experience that would make it hard for you to be fair to 

both sides in this case ? Do you understand that the burden of proof in a criminal case is higher 

than the burden in a civil case?] 

GENERAL EXPERIENCE WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT/CRIME 

19. Have you, or any of your family, close friends, or household members, had any 

negative experiences with the police or a prosecutor, or bad experiences with a defense attorney 
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or defense investigator, whether here in the District of Columbia or elsewhere? If so, please 

write the number "19" on your index card. 

20. There will be testimony from police officers in this case. These officers will testify 

because they took part in an arrest involving the defendant or in the investigation that followed 

an arrest. Would the fact that a witness is a police officer have any effect whatsoever on whether 

or not you believe that person's testimony? In other words, would the fact that a witness is a 

police officer make you more or less likely to believe that officer's testimony? If so, please write 

the number "20 " on your index card. 

21. Have you, or any of your family, close friends, or household members, ever been the 

victim of or a witness to a crime? By "crime" here 1 mean an offense more significant than a 

parking or speeding ticket. If so, please write the number "21" on your index card. 

22. Have you, or any of your family, close friends, or household members, ever been 

charged with a crime? By "crime" here 1 mean an offense more significant than a parking or 

speeding ticket If so, please write the number "22 " on your index card. 

CHARGE RELATED QUESTIONS 

23. As you have heard, evidence likely will be presented in this ease regarding carrying a 

firearm. Do you have strong feelings concerning a person's alleged carrying of a firearm that 

would affect your ability to keep an open mind when hearing the evidence and being fair to both 

sides? If so, please write the number "23 " on your index card. 

24. Do you believe that the penalties for carrying of a firearm (as you understand them) 

are either too harsh or too lenient? / /so , please write the number "24 " on your index card. 

25. As residents of a major metropolitan area, many of us are concerned about firearms. 

As jurors in this case, you would be required to set aside your concerns and attitudes on general 
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issues and decide this case independently and solely on the basis of the evidence presented at 

trial and the instructions provided by the Court. Do you believe that you might find that difficult? 

If so, please write the number "25 " on your index card. 

INDIVIDUAL JUDGMENT 

26. Do you have any moral, social, political, philosophical, religious or any other creed 

or belief that would make it hard for you to sit as a juror in this case? If so, please write the 

number "26 " on your index card. 

27. The law requires that jurors weigh the evidence in a case and reach a verdict based 

solely upon the admitted evidence and instructions of law, without any regard whatsoever for 

what the potential punishment might or might not be. Would you have any difficulty at all in 

following this principle? If so, please write the number "27" on your index card. 

28. Anyone who is selected to serve on this jury will take an oath to follow the law as 

instructed by this Court. Would you for any reason not be able to accept and follow my 

instructions regarding the law? If so, please write the number "28 " on your index card. 

MEDICAL PROBLEM/HARDSHIP/CATCH-ALL 

29. Are you presently taking any medication that might cause drowsiness, or 

experiencing any other physical, mental, or emotional condition that might in any way affect 

your ability to give your full attention to this case? If so, please write the number "29" on your 

index card. 

30. In my courtroom, the jury usually begins its day at a.m., and usually 

ends its day at p.m. We are estimating that once the jury is picked, the presentation 

of evidence in this trial will last for two to three days, not including the time that the jury needs 

to deliberate. Are there any matters that you simply must attend to in the next few days such that 
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you could be faced with a hardship if selected for the jury in this case? If so, please write the 

number "30" on your index card. 

31. Is there anything that, in fairness, the lawyers should know about you as they try to 

pick a jury? If so, please write the number "31" on your index card. 

32. Is there any reason or issue, not already raised, that might interfere with your ability 

to treat both sides fairly and arrive at a fair and impartial verdict, or that causes you to feel you 

should not sit as a juror in this case? If so, please write the number "32 " on your index card. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA : CRIMINAL NO. 13-252 (RWR) 
V, 

RODNEY CLASS 
PARTIES' PROPOSED JURY INSTRUCTIONS [DRAFT] 

The United States, by and through its attorney, the United States Attorney for the District 
of Columbia, and the defendant, Rodney Class, respectfully jointly submit and propose the 
following unopposed final jury instruetions:' 
Preliminary Instructions 
1.101 Introduction and voir dire 
1.102 Preliminary instruetions before trial 
1.103 Definitions [no depositions] 
1. 104 Question not evidence 
1.105 Note taking by jurors 
1.107 Preliminary instructions to jury where identity of alternates is not disclosed 
1.108 Juror's recognition of witness 
1.111 Defendant's self-representation 
Final Instructions 
2.100 Furnishing jury with copy of instructions 
2.101 Function of the court 
2.102 Function of the j ury 
2.103 Jury's recollection controls 
1. 105 Note taking by jurors 
2.104 Evidence in the Case - Stipulations (if applicable) 
2.105 Statements of counsel 
2.106 Indictment not evidence 
2.107 Burden of proof 
2.108 Reasonable doubt 
2.109 Direct and circumstantial evidence 
2.110 Nature of charges not to be considered 
2.1 U Number of witnesses 
2.112 Inadmissible and Stricken Evidence (if applicable) 

Although the parties do not anticipate any additional jury instructions at trial, the parties 
reserve the right, in an abundance of caution, to supplement this list if unexpected events occur at 
trial. 
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2.200 Credibility of Witnesses 
2.207 Police Officer's Testimony 
2.208 Right of defendant not to testify (if applicable) 
2.209 Defendant as witness (if applicable) 
2.210 False or inconsistent statement by defendant (if applicable) 
2.215 Expert Testimony 
2.216 Evaluation of Prior Inconsistent Statement of a Witness (if applicable) 
2.217 Evaluation of Prior Consistent Statement of a Witness (if applicable) 
2.218 Impeachment by Proof of Conviction of a Crime - Witness (if applicable) 
2.220 Impeachment by Proof of Conviction of a Crime - Defendant (if applicable) 
2.305 Statements of the Defendant - Substantive Evidence 
2.321 Evidence of Other Crimes (if applicable) 
2.407 Verdict form explanation 
2.500 Redacted Documents (if applicable) 
2.501 Exhibits during deliberations 
2.502 Selection of foreperson 
2.505 Punishment not relevant 
2.508 Cautionary Instruction of Publicity, Communication, and Research 
2.509 Communications between court and jury 
2.510 Attitude and conduct of jurors in deliberations 
2.511 Excusing alternate jurors 
9.100 Defendant's Theory of the Case (to be submitted at the close of the case) 
- Legality of Search and Interview 
- Elements of Offense 
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PRELIMINARY INSTRUCTIONS 

Instruction 1.101 Introduction and Voir Dire 
Good [morning] [afternoon], ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to courtroom #9. I am Judge 
Richard W. Roberts, and I will be the presiding judge in this case. You have been called to this 
courtroom for possible selection in a criminal case entitled United States v. Rodney Class. 

Would you all please stand so that the Deputy Clerk can swear you in, and then we will proceed. 
[Oath given .] 
The purpose of jury selection is to select jurors who have no prior knowledge of the case and no 
bias toward either side in the case. In short, it is our aim to select a jury that will reach a verdict 
based solely on the evidence presented in this courtroom and the law as I instruct you. During 
this process, you will be introduced to the participants in the trial, and I will ask you a series of 
questions that the lawyers and I think will be helpful to us in selecting a fair and impartial jury. 
You, of course, are bound by the oath you've just taken to truthfully answer those questions. 

You all should now have an index card and a pen or pencil. Please look at your juror badge and 
write the last three digits from your badge in the upper right-hand comer of your index card. I am 
now going to ask you a series of 32 questions. They are all yes/no questions. If you have a "yes" 
answer to a particular question, please write the number of the question on your card. Don't write 
"yes" or why you have a "yes" answer; just write the number. I will then bring each of you to the 
bench and put this husher on. You will give me your card and state your jury number, and I will 
ask you why you did or did not answer particular questions. We do this at the bench to preserve 
your privacy. 

We're going to be asking what may appear to you to be some personal questions in an attempt to 
get your viewpoint about things, and it is important that you be entirely straightforward with us 
in your responses so that we may more easily select the jury for this case. 
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Instruction 1.102 Preliminary Instruction Before Trial 
Before we begin the trial, I want to explain some of the legal rules that will be important in this 
trial. I want to emphasize that these remarks are not meant to be a substitute for the detailed 
instruetions that I will give at the end of the trial just before you start your deliberations. These 
preliminary instructions are intended to give you a sense of what will be going on in the 
courtroom and what your responsibilities as jurors will be. 
Now let me explain briefly some of the procedures we will follow and some of the rules of law 
that will be important in this case. This is a criminal case that began when the grand jury 
returned an indictment. 

Indictment: 
On or about May 30, 2013, within the District of Columbia, Rodney Class, did carry on or have 
readily accessible, firearms, that is, a Taurus .44 caliber pistol, a Ruger LC9 9mm pistol, and a 
Henry Arms .44 caliber rifle, on the United States Capitol Grounds. 

(Unlawful Possession of a Firearm on Capitol Grounds or Buildings, in violation of Title 40, 
United States Code, § 5104(e)(1)) 

You should understand clearly that the indictment that I just read is not evidence. The indictment 
is just a formal way of charging a person with a crime in order to bring him to trial. You must not 
think of the indictment as any evidence of the guilt of the defendant, or draw any conclusion 
about the guilt of the defendant just because he has been indicted. 

At the end of the trial, you will have to decide whether or not the evidence presented has 
convinced you beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant committed the offense with which 
he has been charged. The defendant has been charged with Unlawful Possession of a Firearm on 
Capitol Grounds or Buildings. To prove Unlawful Possession of a Firearm on Capitol Grounds 
or Buildings the government must prove beyond a reasonable doubt each of the elements of this 
offense. The elements of Unlawful Possession of a Firearm on Capitol Grounds or Buildings are: 

The elements of Possession of a Firearm on Capitol Grounds, each of which the government 
must prove beyond a reasonable doubt, are that: 

1. Rodney Class carried or had readily accessible to any individual a firearm; 
2. He did so voluntarily and on purpose, and not by mistake or accident; 
3. He did so while on United States Capitol Grounds 

Every defendant in a criminal case is presumed to be innocent. This presumption of innocence 
remains with the defendant throughout the trial unless and until s/he is proven guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt. The burden is on the government to prove the defendant guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt, and that burden of proof never shifts throughout the trial. The law does not 
require a defendant to prove his/her innocence or to produce any evidence. If you find that the 
government has proven beyond a reasonable doubt every element of [the] offense with which the 
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