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McConnell: Trump's 'Drain the Swamp' Term-Limits Vow Going Nowhere in 
the Senate

By Bridget Johnson November 9, 2016 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) speaks during a news conference on Capitol 
Hill in Washington on Nov. 9, 2016. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

WASHINGTON -- Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) cautioned today that it 
would be a "mistake" for the Republican majority to "misread your mandate" and "think it's 
going to be forever."

"Nothing is forever in this country. We have an election every two years right on schedule. We 
have had since 1788. And so I don't think we should act as if we're going to be in the majority 
forever," McConnell told reporters in a news conference to discuss election results.

"We've been given a temporary lease on power, if you will. And I think we need to use it 
responsibly. I think what the American people are looking for is results. And to get results in the 
Senate, as all of you know, it requires some Democratic participation and cooperation."
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He cautioned that "overreaching after an election is, generally speaking, a mistake."

Sponsored

McConnell said he spoke with both President Obama and Donald Trump today.

"In a day when people were voting for change, they didn't decide they wanted to change the 
Republican Senate, which I am proud of. And of course, many of our members actually had 
bipartisan accomplishments to run on," he said.

Mr. McConnell… Cut the bull crap! Until the swamp is drained there is no such thing as 
overreaching. Perhaps Mr. Trump and the people must begin to drain the Senate 
before we can begin to work on the swamp? You think?

 As far as bipartisanship, don’t you mean collusion? Are 
you not referring to criminal impersonation? Are you not 
all imposters, pretending to legitimately represent the 
American people? How about treason? That seems to have 
a fitting description!

 Just saying… arnie, just one of the people.

The majority leader also chatted today with the presumed upcoming Senate minority leader, 
Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.). They did not discuss, he said, whether Democrats plan to block a 
Trump Supreme Court appointment like GOPs planned to do with a Hillary Clinton appointment. 
But McConnell predicted they're "going to get along fine" as dueling leaders:  "I respect him. I 
think he's very smart. And I think we'll be fine. We both have our roles to play."

In June, McConnell slammed Trump for "a series of outrageous and unacceptable statements," 
including about the judge of Mexican heritage in the Trump University fraud case.

McConnell said today he didn't want to "go back and relitigate the events of the past."

"We have a new president. I'd like for him to get off on a positive start. And I think we should 
look forward and not backward and kind of rehash and relitigate the various debates we had both 
internally and with the Democrats over the past year," he said.

He didn't commit to whether or not he supports Trump's plan for a border wall, saying only, "I 
want to try to achieve border security in whatever way is the most effective."

Again Mr. McConnell, my opinion mind you… You have less integrity and moral 
turpitude then a snake! You state you choose not to re-litigate the various debates? 
Shall we stick with the facts, since 1860 you and your colleagues have 
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misrepresented the American people. There has been no legitimate past! Nothing 
presented to the people since 1860 is lawful. You and your colleagues have 
committed fraud and treason on the American people. And frankly Mr. McConnell, 
at the inflated cost of rope today you’re really not even worth hanging if found 
guilty of your clearly documented crimes.

 But hell Mr. McConnell… Don’t pay me no mind! I’m just an old man who knows 
nothing.


