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Furniture shops and other businesses surround 
this Fountain Valley marker located in the 
Crossings area. 
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Less than two months after placing a 1 percent 
sales tax increase on the November ballot, the 
City Council formally endorsed the initiative.

Measure HH, called the Fountain Valley 911 
Response/Police-Fire/Essential City Services 
Measure, is expected to raise about $11 million 
annually for the city, which has passed deficit 
budgets in six of the last eight years.

The council voted 4-1 Sept. 13 in favor of the measure, with Mark McCurdy opposed. The 
council voted July 19 to put the measure on the ballot but did not officially endorse it.

“I don’t know how we can raise the money other than this,” said Councilman John Collins. “I 
think this is a strong measure by this city.”

Of the 13 residents who spoke about the measure, seven were in favor and six against. Jaye 
Towne, who said she would vote for the measure, added it was only reluctantly and against her 
better judgment. She said she believed the city was being disingenuous in calling it a city 
services measure rather than one to pay pensions.

City leaders have said the extra income, in addition to providing essential safety services, would 
pay down the bonds used to build the senior center and improve the sports park and a one-time 
retirement debt payment, as well as pensions that are not funded.
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Westminster and La Palma also are planning to put tax increases on the ballot. La Habra and 
Stanton voters have approved sales tax hikes, and in Stanton a measure to repeal the increase will 
be on the ballot.

The Fountain Valley sales tax hike proposal, which does not include food or medicine, was seen 
by city leaders as the least painful way to raise revenue, as it would be spread out and shared 
among residents and visitors.

Council supporters Tuesday included representatives from the police and fire departments

Patrick Tucker and Kim Constantine, who are running for the City Council in November, 
criticized the tax and endorsement.

Tucker’s one-word description of the tax was “excessive.” He said the income received exceeded 
the structural shortfalls that average $1 million to $2million annually.

McCurdy, who has opposed the hike throughout, agreed.

“This is excessive in every way. It has not been my experience that you give government a huge 
chunk of money and it goes lean,” McCurdy said.

Stephen Einstein, founding rabbi of Congregation B’nai Tzedek, said he believed the council had 
done all it could to reduce city costs.

“We have to raise revenue, and we can’t put residents at risk,” he said.

Businessman Matt Taylor, who heads up a Yes on HH group, said the tax was the most sensible 
way to raise the money. He said it was important for the council to not only put the measure on 
the ballot, but put its weight behind it with an endorsement.

Mayor Cheryl Brothers acknowledged that some of the income would go to projects other than 
city services and paying bonds.

“We’ve been deferring maintenance and purchases for years,” she said, suggesting that money 
might be spent on playground equipment and the broken fountain at City Hall. 

“We want to go out and keep this a nice city that anyone wants to claim,” she said.


