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'Shameful,' 'punished,' 'dirty process': Why 
Mark McCurdy was skipped in Fountain 
Valley mayoral rotation
Dec. 13, 2016 

Updated Dec. 20, 2016 5:08 p.m.

Fountain Valley City Councilman Mark McCurdy. MELINA PIZANO, MELINA PIZANO, 
ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER 
By GREG MELLEN / STAFF WRITER 

http://www.ocregister.com/reporter-profile/greg-2348-mellen
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FOUNTAIN VALLEY – The typical celebratory practice of swearing in new council members 
and advancing the annual mayoral rotation was turned on its head this week.

On Tuesday, in an unprecedented move initiated by Fountain Valley Councilman Steve Nagel, 
the City Council bypassed Mark McCurdy, in line to be elevated to mayor pro-tem in 2017 and 
mayor in 2018, and voted in Michael Vo as mayor pro-tem.

McCurdy, who has been a maverick on council and often at odds with his colleagues on issues, 
said he was not entirely surprised by the stunning move, believed to be the first in city history.

“I have a philosophical difference with them,” McCurdy said of the other four council members, 
“and I’m being punished for it.”

After John Collins was unanimously approved as the new mayor and outgoing Mayor Cheryl 
Brothers and Nagel were sworn in after re-election to their seats, Nagel turned the proceedings in 
an unexpected direction by calling out McCurdy.

Nagel said that despite the city’s long-standing mayoral rotation, he took issue with McCurdy’s 
failure to attend certain events, namely the biannual strategic planning meetings, during which 
the city plots many of its goals and objectives.

“I want to ask (McCurdy) if he will attend events such as strategic planning,” Nagel said.

McCurdy has often expressed his laundry list of concerns about the planning meetings, calling 
them “a dirty process” that he feels potentially violate the Brown Act and lack transparency.

“Unelected officials and bureaucrats are formulating future policy for the city,” McCurdy said of 
the non-televised proceedings.

In answering Nagel’s question, McCurdy did not back down, saying he would not attend the 
planning meetings “as a matter of conscience.”

“Everything else I will attend,” he added.

“With that in mind, I ask my fellow members to make their votes,” Nagel said, adding that he 
would cast his vote for Vo, next in succession after McCurdy.

“I was never elected to go along to get along,” McCurdy said. “I try to be consistent.”

Nagel, Brothers and Vo voted to pass over McCurdy. Collins voted with McCurdy to maintain 
the rotation. 



Fountain Valley mayoral rotation?

Presented as a courtesy of the scannedretina arnie@arnierosner.com 714-964-4056 Page - 3
The Scanned Retina; A Private Citizen Advocacy Membership Group, dedicated to Securing
Lawful Constitutional Compliance for all Americans

Collins said he was torn on the issue.

“I’d like to keep (the rotation process,)” he said, “but I understand what my colleagues are 
saying, because he’s not representing the city as a whole.”

In her closing statement, Brothers blasted McCurdy, saying, “If you’re not a team player, you 
don’t get to be captain of the team.”

With a loss of the people’s money amounting to $116,000,000 looks at who has been on 
the team the most…Term limits means term limits not clever diversionary tactics to 
subvert the law. 

Resident Kim Constantine, who had come to talk about the upcoming Fountain Valley Crossings 
plan, was stunned at the turnaround. During public comments, she called the council’s actions 
“shameful.”

“The nuances of (McCurdy’s) objections (to strategic planning meetings) should have been 
discussed well in advance,” she said during the public comment period. “Me, I think this was 
planned. It’s appalling.”

Elements

http://www.fountainvalley.org/341/Fountain-Valley-Crossings-Specific-Plan

https://scannedretina.com/2017/01/14/elements/
http://www.fountainvalley.org/341/Fountain-Valley-Crossings-Specific-Plan
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2017/01/2016-07-12_fv20crossings_joint20study20session_vfnl.pdf

McCurdy, the leading vote-getter in the 2014 election ahead of Vo and Collins, said outside of 
the small circle of the City Council and city administrators, he is appreciated by voters.

“I just vote my conscience. That isn’t going to change,” he said.

In the spirit as well as the letter of the law….

2.04.230 Term limits.
    (a)    No person shall serve more than three consecutive full terms of office as a 
member of the city council. For the purposes of this section, “full term” shall mean a 
four-year term. No portion of a full term that is less than a full term will be counted in 
calculating the term limit.

    (b)    Any person who has served three consecutive full terms as a member of the city 
council shall not be eligible to serve again until the expiration of at least two years 
measured from the next regular election date to the regular council election date 
following. The intent of this subsection is to provide at least a two-year break in service 
on the council.

    (c)    The term limits established by this section shall apply prospectively only to those 
terms of office which commence on or after November 2, 2004. (Ord. 1506 § 2, 2015)

2.04.250 Ethics training.
    Councilmembers shall attend ethics training as required by Government Code Section 
53234 et seq. The city clerk shall assist the councilmembers in attaining compliance with 
this law in a timely manner. (Ord. 1506 § 2, 2015)

By the way where is the consent of the people on the municipal code in use by the City of 
Fountain Valley?  The City of Fountian Vally, created by semantic deceit...Believed to be a 
franchise of the Washington, D.C. corporation, owned by mostly foreign interests and 
masquerading  as the lawful government of the American people?

   The facts of the fraud under which Americans are being tricked and defrauded.

Contact the writer: CONTACT THE WRITER 714-796-7964 gmellen@scng.com
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