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News 

Republican precinct 'targeted' by Obama tax plan

Oct. 22, 2008 

Updated Aug. 21, 2013 1:17 p.m.

By MARTIN WISCKOL / The Orange County Register 

 
MAN FOR MCCAIN: Ron Williams lives in Baycrest, the most GOP precinct in Orange County. 
He says he believes In McCain because he "has the right idea for working families. Obama is 
going to be socialist and that's not good for the country," he said. Mindy Schauer, The Orange 
County Register 
More on elections 2008

• Want to know who's running for what? What Prop. 11 means? Find out here.
• Tell us who you are voting for on O.C. Political Pulse.
• Find out who is giving to who or what on Follow the Money.
• Visit our O.C. insider political blog Total Buzz for the latest political news. 

The Register set out to look at the county's most Republican and Democratic precincts. 
Tomorrow, we'll examine the most Democratic. Today, we explore the second most Republican, 
since the most Republican one is gated and the reporter could not gain access.
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http://www.ocregister.com/common/archives/?catID=18800
http://www.ocregister.com/articles/voter-guide-candidate-2178228-races-search
http://www.ocregister.com/sections/oc-political-pulse-1957238/
http://www.ocregister.com/article/campaign-finance-donor-1964364-donation-money
http://http//totalbuzz.freedomblogging.com/
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NEWPORT BEACH Janet Miedema feels like Barack Obama has put a big bull's eye on her 
neighborhood. 

About 77 percent of the precinct's voters are Republican and most are expected to vote for John 
McCain. And while many backers have reservations with McCain, they often openly revile 
Obama.

In large measure, that's because most here are the 5 percent of the population that make more 
than $250,000 and, would likely see their taxes rise under the Democrat's tax plan.

Obama has framed his tax-reform package as favoring the middle class, including tax breaks at 
lower income levels and tax increases for the wealthy. But few in Miedema's neighborhood see 
themselves as part of a financially independent elite class that should being paying more so 
others can pay less.

"You don't see Hummers and Rolls Royces running up and down the street here," said Miedema, 
an attorney whose family has a Chevy Blazer at the curb and an Acura in the garage. "I admit to 
being comfortable, but we're not excessively rich. We're just trying to be responsible. We're 
trying to provide for ourselves. We're trying to save for retirement. And we're going to get stuck 
with the bill."

The precinct is on the west bluff of Newport Bay, just north of Pacific Coast Highway. And while 
there are homes with glorious views of the bay, they are the minority. Most are single-story 
houses, between 2,000 and 3,000 square feet, laid out in a predictable tract and built in the early 
1970s.

(This is the second most Republican precinct. The most Republican precinct, at 78 percent, is 
just south of PCH, on the shore facing Lido Island.)

"The people I know here are working professionals," said Ron Williams, after unloading Costco 
groceries from his Lincoln Navigator. "Attorneys, doctors, CPAs. Some are small business 
owners. They're paying mortgages. They worked to get here. 

"I come from a very poor family. When I hear how Barack Obama wants to spread the wealth, I 
want to say, 'Get an education and work hard, and you can get what you want.'"

Most adults in the neighborhood have college degrees, and those interviewed subscribed to at 
least one daily newspaper. Every block or two, you might see a McCain yard sign. Every five or 
six blocks, you might run across an Obama sign.

As for the reservations about McCain, the candidate's response to the current economic crisis has 
hurt his standing here. Miedema says she'll probably vote for him, but opposes the McCain-
supported bailout. While Williams has two McCain signs in his yard, he favored Mitt Romney in 
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the primary and continues to think he'd be a better president than McCain. 

And Steve Lyons said he is undecided who he'll be voting for.

"Obama is a rare and impressive public figure who can command enthusiasm and commitment 
domestically and internationally," said Lyons, a chief of online business development who was 
taking an evening walk around the neighborhood.

But Lyons doesn't like how Obama is singling out people like him and his neighbors when it 
comes to taxes.

"That's the major issue I have with Barack Obama," he said. "It's class warfare."

Register staff writer Ronald Campbell contributed to this report.

Contact the writer: 714-285-2867 or mwisckol@ocregister.com
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