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Things about which you did not dare think-

Well if my personal experience is any example I surely 
believe it!

Edison – Edison – Edison — RETALIATION!

Californians are paying billions for power they don’t 
need - Los Angeles Times

The bucolic orchards of Sutter County north of Sacramento had never seen 
anything like it: a visiting governor and a media swarm — all to christen the first 
major natural gas power plant in California in more than a decade.

“We are building more power plants in California than ever before. Our goal is to 
make California energy self–sufficient.” - Gov. Gray Davis at the opening of 
Sutter Energy Center in 2001. (Carolyn Cole / Los Angeles Times) Sutter Energy 
Center has been offline since 2016, after just 15 years of an expected 30- to 40-
year lifespan. (David Butow / For The Times)

Two other large and efficient power plants in California also are facing closure 
decades ahead of schedule. Like Sutter, there is little need for their electricity.

“In California, we’re blinding ourselves to the facts,” said Loretta Lynch, a former 
president of the California Public Utilities Commission, who along with consumer 
advocacy groups has fought to stop building plants. “We’re awash in power at a 
premium price.”

California regulators have for years allowed power companies to go on a 
building spree, vastly expanding the potential electricity supply in the state. 
Indeed, even as electricity demand has fallen since 2008, California’s new 
plants have boosted its capacity enough to power all of the homes in a city the 
size of Los Angeles — six times over. Additional plants approved by regulators 
will begin producing more electricity in the next few years.

“We overbuilt the system because that was the way we provided that degree of 
reliability,” explained Michael Picker, president of the California Public Utilities 
Commission. “Redundancy is important to reliability.”
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Michael Picker, current president of California’s Public Utilities Commission, said 
the state’s excess power supply is a strategic decision to ensure reliability. 
Loretta Lynch, who held the same position from 2002 to 2005, has been a critic 
of overbuilding since she chaired the regulatory agency. (Associated Press)

“California has this tradition of astonishingly bad decisions,” said McCullough, 
the energy consultant. “They build and charge the ratepayers. There’s nothing 
dishonest about it. There’s nothing complicated. It’s just bad planning.”

The saga of two plants — Sutter Energy and Colusa — helps explain in a 
microcosm how California came to have too much energy, and is paying a high 
price for it.

More than a half-dozen opponents, including representatives of independent 
power plants, a municipal utilities group and consumer advocates filed objections 
questioning the utility company. Wasn’t there a more economical alternative? Did 
California need the plant at all?

The California Municipal Utilities Assn. — whose members buy power from 
public utilities and then distribute that power to their customers — also 
complained in a filing that PG&E’s application appeared to avoid the issue of how 
Colusa’s cost would be shared if it ultimately sat idle. PG&E’s “application is 
confusing and contradicting as to whether or not PG&E proposes to have the 
issue of stranded cost recovery addressed,” wrote Scott Blaising, a lawyer 
representing the association. (“Stranded cost” is industry jargon for investment in 
an unneeded plant.)

Sutter isn’t alone. Other natural gas plants once heralded as the saviors of 
California’s energy troubles have found themselves victims of the power glut. 
Independent power producers have announced plans to sell or close the 14-year-
old Moss Landing power plant at Monterey Bay and the 13-year-old La Paloma 
facility in Kern County.

Robert Flexon, chief executive of independent power producer Dynegy Inc., 
which owns Moss Landing, said California energy policy makes it difficult for 
normal market competition. Independent plants are closing early, he said, 
because regulators favor utility companies over other power producers.

California utilities are “constantly crying wolf that we’re always short of power 
and have all this need,” said Bill Powers, a San Diego-based engineer and 
consumer advocate who has filed repeated objections with regulators to try to 
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stop the approval of new plants. They are needlessly trying to attain a level of 
reliability that is a worst-case “act of God standard,” he said.

Consumer advocates then went to court to stop the project, resulting in a rare 
victory against the PUC. In February 2014, the California Court of Appeals 
overturned the commission, ruling there was no evidence the plant was needed.
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