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The anti-sanctuary movement is gaining momentum.
On Thursday, three days after Los Alamitos made national news by launching an 

ordinance to defy California’s so-called sanctuary law, two Orange County supervisors said they 
plan to introduce measures next week that range from a county resolution similar in spirit to the 
ordinance passed in Los Alamitos, to filing a lawsuit against the state.

Meanwhile, Los Alamitos Mayor Troy Edgar said Thursday he believes he’ll see strong 
response if he can create a GoFundMe page on behalf of his small north Orange County 
community, which faces a likely lawsuit from immigrant-rights advocates.

“We’re getting an outpouring of support from across the country and the nation. People 
are offering to help with legal costs for little Los Alamitos,” said Edgar, who said he has 
received more than 5,000 emails since the council’s 4-1 vote Monday night to exempt the city 
from a state law that protects immigrants living illegally in the country.

Los Alamitos Mayor Troy Edgar speaks to the public on an ordinance to exempt the city 
from the California Values Act law, which limits cooperation between local law enforcement and 
federal immigration authorities. The Alamitos council voted 4-1 in favor of the ordinance on 
Monday, March 19, 2018. (Photo by Matt Masin, Contributing Photographer)

On the Orange County Board of Supervisors, Shawn Nelson said he’ll ask his colleagues 
next week to consider either joining a U.S. Department of Justice lawsuit, which was filed 
against California earlier this month, or to initiate separate legal action.

Nelson pointed to two new California laws he criticized as pre-empting federal law. The 
one targeted by Los Alamitos, SB-54, dubbed the California Values Act, limits cooperation 
between local and state officials with federal immigration authorities. The second, AB-103, gives 
California authority to inspect federal detention facilities. Orange County is home to two jails 
that house people on immigration detention: Theo Lacey and James A. Musick.

Orange County is “uniquely affected” by those laws, Nelson said Thursday.
“It is completely improper for the state to demand for law enforcement to not work with 

authorities who have jurisdiction on this issue,” said Nelson.
The California Value Act includes provisions that limit who can be detained, questioned 
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or investigated at the request of federal immigration agents. Orange County Sheriff Sandra 
Hutchens has voiced strong opposition to it.

Nelson said he took a look at the federal lawsuit by U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
and introduced his proposal after fellow Supervisor Michelle Steel added a proposed resolution 
to the board’s agenda.

Steel’s resolution states that “it is impossible to honor our oath to support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States” and be simultaneously in compliance with California laws.

A similar argument was raised by Los Alamitos Councilman Warren Kusumoto, who 
introduced the ordinance in his town.  An overflow crowd of more than 150 people from Los 
Alamitos, Long Beach and other surrounding communities lined up for a two-hour divisive 
hearing Monday, punctuated by chants and cries from the audience listening to the meeting while 
standing outside City Hall.

Before the vote was taken in Los Alamitos, a representative with the ACLU of Southern 
California warned the council that such an ordinance opened the city up to a lawsuit.
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