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United States Supreme Court Issues Ruling In Strange Motorcycle Case 

The court ruled that Fourth Amendment protections apply. 

 by Austin Lewis

 

The United States Supreme Court, in a rare nearly-unanimous decision, agreed that the 

'curtilage' of a property must be respected by law enforcement officials.

Every so often, the United States Supreme Court hears a case that is destined to become 

legal precedent for decades. District of Columbia v. Heller was one such case, Brandenburg v. 
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Ohio was another. Now the court can add another precedent in what began as a strange case 

about a stolen motorcycle, Collins v. Virginia.

This case centers around the Fourth Amendment, which protects American citizens from 

unreasonable search and seizure. Despite the atrocity committed against the constitutional 

protection under Bill Clinton and Janet Reno, this move shows why, yet again, having Trump in 

the White House to appoint members of the court is so crucial.

David Rhodes, a police officer in Charlottesville, Virginia, was driving through a 

neighborhood when he recognized a distinctively colored sports motorcycle under a tarp that had 

been allegedly involved in a hit-and-run two months prior to the discovery. It was also believed 

that the distinctive orange and black motorcycle was stolen.

He discovered that the motorcycle was likely in the possession of Ryan Collins. Then he 

checked Collins’ Facebook page, and found multiple images of the motorcycle on it. These 

pictures appeared to show the uncovered motorbike at the same location.

The motorcycle in question was located in an area that was walled on two sides by a 

brick wall, and on the third side by the home itself.

Using the pictures on the Facebook page as his probable cause, Officer Rhodes 

approached the home, walked up to the motorcycle, and lifted the tarp, all without a warrant. He 

took additional pictures of the motorcycle while it was uncovered, and also took down the 

Vehicle Identification Number (VIN). He even ran the license plate of the motorcycle, then 

replaced the tarp covering the vehicle.

hen Rhodes waited for Collins to return to his home, and arrested him for the theft and 
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the hit-and-run incident.

To most, none of this seems illegal. After all, the officer somehow saw the vehicle, right?

Well, not quite. The reason that an officer can search a car on the road is called the 

‘automobile exception’ to the Fourth Amendment. That exception does not apply when the car is 

inside a home, like in a garage, or on a home’s curtilage.

Curtilage is a legal term which means the immediate surroundings of a home or building. 

For example, a garage, even if not attached to a home, would qualify. Generally, walled areas are 

accepted to be part of a home’s curtilage.

In court, Collins’ legal team held that the entire case against him was due to an illegal 

search that occurred on the premises of his home, which were protected by the Fourth 

Amendment.

Local courts disagreed, and believed that the officer’s warrantless search was completely 

legal. The Virginia Court of Appeals concurred with this decision, as did the Virginia State 

Supreme Court.

However, the Supreme Court of the United States rightly didn’t agree with that 

assessment. According to them, the legal definition of curtilage, which refers to the area 

“immediately surrounding and associated with the home” is still considered to be a part of the 

home for Fourth Amendment purposes. In order to legally search it, the officer needed a warrant.

The court cited multiple precedents that said that, contrary to the beliefs of the lower 

Virginia courts, curtilage did include walled in areas that were directly connected to, or walled-in 

by, the house.

The court voted in a stunning eight to one decision that Collins’ Fourth Amendment 

https://conservativedailypost.com/supreme-court-rules-in-contract-case-5-4/
https://conservativedailypost.com/tag/Virginia-Court-of-Appeals/
https://conservativedailypost.com/tag/Virginia-State-Supreme-Court/
https://conservativedailypost.com/tag/Virginia-State-Supreme-Court/
https://conservativedailypost.com/tag/United-States-Supreme-Court/


www-scannedretina.com Stolen Motorcycle protected?

All rights, reserved without recourse. - 4 of 5 - arnie@arnierosner.com - 714-964-4056

rights had been violated by the invasion of his property’s immediate surroundings. The majority 

opinion was delivered by Sonia Sotomayor, a Barack Obama appointee.

She held that the officer trespassed in the home when he walked onto the property to 

photograph the motorcycle, take down its VIN, and run the license plate.

Because the evidence against Collins was found through an illegal search, therefore, 

much of the case against him has now been rendered ‘fruit of the poisonous tree’ by the United 

States Supreme Court.

That means that the evidence gathered by Rhodes’ illegal trespass onto the property, and 

everything that came from that evidence, is inadmissible in court.

This decision from the Supreme Court involved ‘revising and remanding’ the earlier 

rulings. In other words, the case will now return to a Virginia court, with explicit instructions 

from the highest court in the land that the evidence gained through the illegal trespass must be 

removed from consideration.

The only person to vote against the court was George W. Bush nominee Samuel Alito. 

He said that whether the motorcycle was on the curtilage of the home was irrelevant, because 

Officer Rhodes of the Charlottesville police was able to see it from the street while driving.

This decision shows strong support for the Fourth Amendment, and will hopefully 

instruct law enforcement agencies around the country that it must be respected.

If the officer was certain that the vehicle was the stolen motorcycle involved in two 

traffic incidents, he should have waited for another officer to bring him a warrant to inspect the 
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property. Had he done so, the case would have had no easy grounds for dismissal or exclusion of 

key evidence.

The Bill of Rights does not exist to make life easier for the government; it exists to 

protect American citizens and their rights. Today, the Supreme Court did just that.


	Supreme Court Issues Ruling

