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Supreme Court Ruling - Asset forfeiture laws clarified 

Voice of the American Sovereign
(VOAS)

The lawless Municipal Government operated by the "US CONGRESS"

Washington, D.C., The smoking gun; do you get it?

Sovereignty!

***GLOBAL NOTICE*** Highest Administrative Authority in America Recognizes “We 

the People,” are Sovereign!

https://scannedretina.com/2016/05/11/washington-d-c-the-smoking-gun-do-you-get-it/
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1.  Asset forfeiture laws

Mike Huckabee: SCOTUS Just Made 
Landmark Ruling That Reins in the Power of 
Government

Chip Somodevilla / Getty ImagesSupreme Court justices (Chip Somodevilla / Getty Images)

By Mike Huckabee 
Published February 22, 2019 at 3:16pm 
Share on Facebook Tweet Email Print
It got little attention on such a busy news day, but the Supreme Court issued a landmark ruling 
on Wednesday for property rights.

The court unanimously ruled that the Eighth Amendment protection against unreasonable search 
and seizure applies to states as well as the federal government, which hopefully will reign in 
abuse of asset forfeiture laws.

The particular case involved someone who was convicted for dealing drugs. Indiana authorities 
seized and auctioned off his Land Rover, even though it was not purchased with drug money, on 
grounds that he used it to commit crimes by driving it while dealing drugs (with that kind of 
tenuous connection, they could have seized his sneakers, too.)

He challenged the seizure, but the state Supreme Court ruled against him on grounds that the 
U.S. Supreme Court never explicitly said that the Eighth Amendment applies to states, too. Well, 
now they have. Talk about things that should have gone without saying!
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Asset forfeiture laws were originally well-intentioned and meant to ensure that criminals didn’t 
profit from their crimes.

TRENDING: ‘Empire’ Removes Smollett from Final Episodes as Reports Surface of On-Set 
Arguments, Calls for Firing 

But over the years, some places started abusing them as a method of raising revenue by seizing 
and auctioning private property that had little or no connection with criminal behavior, leaving 
citizens with scant recourse or financial resources to fight it.

As this story notes, the lack of Eighth Amendment protections on the state level also led to 
abuses such as heavy fines for tiny infractions, such as using the wrong house paint colors or 
Halloween decorations.

During oral arguments of the case, Justice Breyer got Indiana’s solicitor general to admit that the 
state could conceivably seize someone’s car for driving five miles over the speed limit, which 
sparked laughter in the court.

This is a welcome and long overdue ruling. Too many young people (some of them recently 
elected to Congress) have no concept of the foundational importance of property rights. They 
seem fine with the idea of government being able to take as much of the fruits of other people’s 
labors as it wants, as long as it promises to “redistribute” other people’s money in the form of 
free stuff.

They need to learn the wise old saying that a government that’s big enough to give you 
everything you want is big enough to take everything you have.

The views expressed in this opinion article are those of their author and are not necessarily 
either shared or endorsed by the owners of this website.

We are committed to truth and accuracy in all of our journalism. Read 
our editorial standards.
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Mike Huckabee 

Summary

Recent Posts Contact
Mike Huckabee is the host of "Huckabee" on TBN Sat/Sun 8 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, a Fox 
News contributor, author, former Arkansas governor, bass guitarist and grandfather to six of the 
cutest kids in world! He's also a special contributor for The Western Journal.
@GovMikeHuckabee 
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