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Voice of the American Sovereign
(VOAS)

National *Association of American Sovereigns

(NAAS)

Mission:  The Scanned Retina; A Private Citizen Advocacy Membership Association, dedicated 
to Securing Lawful Constitutional Compliance for all sovereign Americans.

scannedretina mission statement

The current “truth” depends on — in which reality we chose to be present!

As defined by the FBI - Kleptocracy

Kleptocracy, literally meaning "the rule by thieves," is a form of political corruption in which the 
ruling government seeks personal gain and status at the expense of the governed. Through graft 
and embezzlement of state funds, corrupt leaders amass tremendous wealth at the expense of the 
broader populace. Some of the most egregious examples have occurred in countries with very 
high rates of poverty. The inherent challenge for corrupt leaders is covertly expatriating and 
holding money in secure locations where it can be accessed in the future. Generally, that 
requires international movement of funds. When transfers occur in U.S. dollars or transit the 
U.S. banking system, federal money laundering jurisdiction is established. The FBI initiates 
money laundering investigations to trace the international movement of assets and, in 
conjunction with foreign partners, forfeit and repatriate assets back to legitimate authorities in 
victim countries.

Is not a society judged on how it treats its most vulnerable 
members…those who can not speak 

and 
defend themselves…?

https://scannedretina.com/2019/05/25/national-association-of-american-sovereigns-naas/
https://scannedretina.com/2019/05/27/naas-community-chapter/
https://scannedretina.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/scannedretina-mission-statement1.pdf
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Sovereignty!

GOT HONOR?

We were supposed to fight for Willie!

Now it is official – T R E A S O N

Capital Punishment – Returns to America.

https://scannedretina.com/2015/07/22/sovereignty/
https://scannedretina.com/2017/12/14/got-honor/
https://scannedretina.com/2019/07/29/we-were-supposed-to-fight-for-willie/
https://scannedretina.com/2019/07/27/now-it-is-official-t-r-e-a-s-o-n/
https://scannedretina.com/2019/07/27/capital-punishment-returns-to-america/
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1.  Public Corruption

1.1.  Public Corruption
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Public corruption, the FBI’s top criminal investigative priority, poses a fundamental threat to our 
national security and way of life. It can affect everything from how well our borders are secured 
and our neighborhoods protected to how verdicts are handed down in courts to how public 
infrastructure such as roads and schools are built. It also takes a significant toll on the public’s 
pocketbooks by siphoning off tax dollars—it is estimated that public corruption costs the U.S. 
government and the public billions of dollars each year. The FBI is uniquely situated to combat 
corruption, with the skills and capabilities to run complex undercover operations and 
surveillance.

Overview 

The Bureau’s Public Corruption program focuses on:

• Investigating violations of federal law by public officials at the federal, state, and local 
levels of government;

• Overseeing the nationwide investigation of allegations of fraud related to federal 
government procurement, contracts, and federally funded programs;

• Combating the threat of public corruption along the nation’s borders and points of entry 
in order to decrease the country’s vulnerability to drug and weapons trafficking, alien 
smuggling, espionage, and terrorism.

• Addressing environmental crime, election fraud, and matters concerning the federal 
government procurement, contracts, and federally funded programs.

In 2008, the FBI created the International Corruption Unit (ICU) to oversee the increasing 
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number of investigations involving global fraud against the U.S. government and the corruption 
of federal public officials outside of the continental U.S. involving U.S. funds, persons, 
businesses, etc. The ICU’s tasks include:

• Overseeing the Bureau’s Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) and antitrust cases;
• Maintaining operational oversight of several International Contract Corruption Task 

Forces, which investigate and prosecute individuals and firms engaged in bribery, illegal 
gratuities, contract extortion, bid rigging, collusion, conflicts of interest, product 
substitution, items and/or services invoiced without delivery, theft, diversion of goods, 
and individual and corporate conspiracies on every level of U.S. government operations.

No other law enforcement agency has attained the kind of success the FBI has achieved in 
combating corruption. This success is due largely to the cooperation and coordination from a 
number of federal, state, local, and tribal law enforcement agencies to combat public corruption. 
These partnerships include, but are not limited to the Department of Justice, Agency Offices of 
Inspector General; law enforcement agencies’ internal affairs divisions; federal, state and local 
law enforcement and regulatory investigative agencies; and state and county prosecutor’s offices.
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1.1.1.  What is NOT a federal election crime:
• Giving voters a ride to the polls;
• Offering voters a stamp to mail an absentee ballot;
• Giving voters time off to vote;
• Violating state campaign finance laws;
• Distributing inaccurate campaign literature;
• Campaigning too close to the polls;
• Trying to convince an opponent to withdraw from a race.

If you think an election crime is occurring, call the election crimes coordinator at your local FBI 
office.

https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us
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1.1.2.  International Corruption 

The FBI’s International Corruption Unit (ICU) is the leading investigative entity in combating 
foreign corruption. ICU manages five programs:

• Foreign Bribery/Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA)
• Foreign Corruption/Kleptocracy Program
• Antitrust
• International Fraud Against the Government
• International Corruption of Federal Public Officials
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1.1.3.  Foreign Corrupt Practices Act
ICU has management responsibility and program oversight for FBI investigations under the 
FCPA. The 1977 legislation has two main provisions. The first deals with bribery of foreign 
officials, and the second deals with accounting transparency requirements under the Securities 
Exchange Act. The dual elements were designed to facilitate parallel criminal and civil 
enforcement to stem corruption and promote fair business practices worldwide. The anti-bribery 
provision makes it illegal for U.S. companies and certain foreign companies to bribe foreign 
officials to obtain or retain business. The bribes can be in the form of money or any other items 
of value. The accounting provision of the FCPA focuses on the Securities Exchange Act 
requirements applying to all foreign companies whose securities are listed on the U.S. stock 
exchanges and U.S. companies.

The United States cannot charge the foreign official under the FCPA; rather, the United States 
works together with international law enforcement partners to investigate U.S. subjects who are 
complicit in paying bribes to foreign officials. The supply and demand equation of bribe paying 
and receiving illustrates the FCPA and kleptocracy violations as two sides of the same coin. For 
more information, see this detailed FCPA Resource Guide.

https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/criminal-fraud/legacy/2015/01/16/guide.pdf
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1.1.4.  Kleptocracy
Kleptocracy, literally meaning "the rule by thieves," is a form of political corruption in which the 
ruling government seeks personal gain and status at the expense of the governed. Through graft 
and embezzlement of state funds, corrupt leaders amass tremendous wealth at the expense of the 
broader populace. Some of the most egregious examples have occurred in countries with very 
high rates of poverty. The inherent challenge for corrupt leaders is covertly expatriating and 
holding money in secure locations where it can be accessed in the future. Generally, that requires 
international movement of funds. When transfers occur in U.S. dollars or transit the U.S. banking 
system, federal money laundering jurisdiction is established. The FBI initiates money laundering 
investigations to trace the international movement of assets and, in conjunction with foreign 
partners, forfeit and repatriate assets back to legitimate authorities in victim countries.
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1.1.5.  Antitrust
ICU has program management responsibility for the FBI’s antitrust investigations, both domestic 
and international, which target conspiracies among competitors to fix prices, rig bids, or allocate 
markets or customers. These conspiracies deprive U.S. consumers of true competition, an 
economic bedrock of our free and democratic society. Perpetrators often operate in multinational 
companies that bask in illegal profits at the expense of U.S. consumers. Stolen by cartels, the ill-
gotten gains and competitive advantages reduce supply, eliminate incentives to compete by 
offering better and more innovative products and services, and destabilize economic markets.
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1.1.6.  International Contract Corruption
ICU has program management responsibility over cases involving international fraud against the 
government and international corruption of federal public officials. The FBI was a co-founder of 
the International Contract Corruption Task Force, which was created in 2006 with the goal of 
addressing contract fraud concerns. These concerns stemmed from overseas U.S. government 
spending during the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. These cases typically involve bribery, 
gratuities, contract extortion, bid rigging, collusion, conflicts of interest, product substitution, 
items/services invoiced without delivery, diversion of goods, and corporate and individual 
conspiracies at various levels of U.S. government operations.

ICU’s program extends beyond the war effort to include worldwide contingency operations 
involving U.S. military actions, foreign aid and development, and humanitarian aid in any 
international region. Spending on these programs is highly susceptible to corruption and fraud by 
those wishing to take advantage of the chaotic circumstances surrounding these benevolent 
endeavors. Misuse of U.S. funds overseas poses a threat to the United States and other countries 
by promoting corruption within the host nation, damaging diplomatic relations, inadvertently 
supporting insurgent activity, and potentially strengthening criminal and terrorist organizations.
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1.1.7.  International Anti-Corruption Coordination Centre

The FBI works with multiple law enforcement partners from around the world as part of the 
International Anti-Corruption Coordination Centre (IACCC). Established in 2017, the IACCC is 
a coordinated and collaborative effort to provide information, assistance and other support to 
agencies investigating public corruption offenses.

IACCC Participants

• Australia: Australian Federal Police

• Canada: Royal Canadian Mounted Police
• Interpol
• New Zealand: Serious Fraud Office, New Zealand Police

• Singapore: Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau
• United Kingdom: National Crime Agency

• United States: FBI, DHS (ICE, HSI)
Learn More

• IACCC Brochure (pdf)

https://www.afp.gov.au/what-we-do/our-work-overseas/international-anti-corruption-coordination-centre
https://www.police.govt.nz/about-us/programmes-and-initiatives/international-anti-corruption-coordination-centre
https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/what-we-do/crime-threats/bribery-corruption-and-sanctions-evasion/international-anti-corruption-centre
https://www.afp.gov.au/sites/default/files/PDF/IACCC-Leaflet.pdf
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1.1.8.  ICU Initiatives 
ICU oversees two large initiatives: the program management of four international corruption 
squads dedicated to investigating FCPA, kleptocracy, and antitrust cases and the development of 
a robust private sector outreach program.
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1.1.9.  International Corruption Squads

The international corruption squads (ICS), based in Los Angeles, Miami, New York City, and 
Washington, D.C., were created to address the national impact of foreign bribery, kleptocracy, 
and antitrust schemes. These schemes negatively affect U.S. financial markets and economic 
growth when inadequately addressed. They are unique in nature in that they are international 
matters with the overt criminal acts typically occurring outside U.S. borders.  Without these 
dedicated resources, it was difficult for FBI divisions to investigate international matters that did 
not directly affect their area of responsibility as clearly as other violations; therefore, the FBI 
created four international corruption squads to enable a focus on international corruption matters 
without draining resources from the field.

The ICS are a vital resource to combat international cartels and corruption. The violations 
addressed by the ICS are equally recognized by both DOJ and the FBI as risks to U.S. national 
interests. These squads not only lend additional resources to a global threat, but they also allow 
the FBI to attack the matters and use sophisticated investigative techniques that have long been 
successfully utilized by the FBI to address complex criminal matters.
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1.1.10.  Private Sector Outreach 

In an effort to combat international corruption and cartels, the FBI’s ICU created a proactive 
strategy that places an emphasis on strengthening existing relationships and forging new 
partnerships in the private sector. This is not new to the FBI. We have leveraged relationships 
throughout our 100+ years of investigations--from fighting organized crime to combatting 
terrorism. Nonetheless, we believe by fostering these vital relationships, the FBI will be able to 
effectively fight international corruption to ensure a fair and competitive global market 
environment for companies resulting in a strong U.S. economy.
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1.1.11.  Public Corruption News 
• 11.26.2019 — Former Federal Detention Center Employees Indicted for Bribery and 

Sexual Abuse of a Ward 
• 11.25.2019 — Two Former Tennessee Correctional Officers Charged with Civil Rights, 

Conspiracy, and Obstruction Offenses Following Assault of Inmate 
• 11.23.2019 — North Dakota Woman Sentenced for Theft 
• 11.22.2019 — Samsung Heavy Industries Company LTD Agrees to $75 Million 

Resolution in Foreign Bribery Case 
• 11.22.2019 — Former President of Transportation Company Found Guilty of Violating 

the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act and Other Crimes 
• 11.22.2019 — Houston Engineering Corporation Enters Into Corporate Resolution and 

Agrees to Pay $1.6 Million Fine 
• 11.21.2019 — Federal Inmate Pleads Guilty to Using a Cell Phone from Prison to Post to 

Videos to Facebook 
• 11.21.2019 — Former Baltimore Mayor Catherine Pugh Pleads Guilty to Federal 

Conspiracy and Tax Charges 
More News

https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/public-corruption/news
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/sanantonio/news/press-releases/former-federal-detention-center-employees-indicted-for-bribery-and-sexual-abuse-of-a-ward
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/sanantonio/news/press-releases/former-federal-detention-center-employees-indicted-for-bribery-and-sexual-abuse-of-a-ward
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/memphis/news/press-releases/two-former-tennessee-correctional-officers-charged-with-civil-rights-conspiracy-and-obstruction-offenses-following-assault-of-inmate
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/memphis/news/press-releases/two-former-tennessee-correctional-officers-charged-with-civil-rights-conspiracy-and-obstruction-offenses-following-assault-of-inmate
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/minneapolis/news/press-releases/north-dakota-woman-sentenced-for-theft
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/washingtondc/news/press-releases/samsung-heavy-industries-company-ltd-agrees-to-75-million-resolution-in-foreign-bribery-case
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/washingtondc/news/press-releases/samsung-heavy-industries-company-ltd-agrees-to-75-million-resolution-in-foreign-bribery-case
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/washingtondc/news/press-releases/former-president-of-transportation-company-found-guilty-of-violating-the-foreign-corrupt-practices-act-and-other-crimes
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/washingtondc/news/press-releases/former-president-of-transportation-company-found-guilty-of-violating-the-foreign-corrupt-practices-act-and-other-crimes
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/houston/news/press-releases/houston-engineering-corporation-enters-into-corporate-resolution-and-agrees-to-pay-16-million-fine
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/houston/news/press-releases/houston-engineering-corporation-enters-into-corporate-resolution-and-agrees-to-pay-16-million-fine
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/atlanta/news/press-releases/federal-inmate-pleads-guilty-to-using-a-cell-phone-from-prison-to-post-to-videos-to-facebook
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/atlanta/news/press-releases/federal-inmate-pleads-guilty-to-using-a-cell-phone-from-prison-to-post-to-videos-to-facebook
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/baltimore/news/press-releases/former-baltimore-mayor-catherine-pugh-pleads-guilty-to-federal-conspiracy-and-tax-charges
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/baltimore/news/press-releases/former-baltimore-mayor-catherine-pugh-pleads-guilty-to-federal-conspiracy-and-tax-charges
https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/public-corruption/news
https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/public-corruption/regional-corruption-hotlines
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1.1.12.  Regional Corruption Hotlines
Local FBI phone number hotlines for reporting corruption.

https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/public-corruption/regional-corruption-hotlines
https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/public-corruption/regional-corruption-hotlines
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